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the trickster Mercury. They do not recognise any of
the prophets or books of the Old Testament any more
than the Gospels ; all were false prophets, they hofi,r
except John the Baptist, who is their sole law-giver
and teacher, and of whom they relate marvellous
legends.

The tradition of St. John the Baptist and the sub-
sequent history of the Mandseans9 as given by M.
Siouffi, may form a curious if not perfectly accurate
supplement to the account of this peculiar religion
which has just been given on the authority of Peter-
mann. The legend is obviously corrupt, but it is
none the less likely to be commonly accepted by the
Mandaean populace. The sect, it must be remembered,
does not by anytneans admit its late origin, but, on
the contrary, claims for itself the remotest antiquity,
and regards its foundation as coeval with the creation
of man. From time to time, however, it has suffered
reverses at the hands of unbelievers, its bishops and
priests have become extinct, and the diminished people t
have adopted the faith of the infidels among whom
they dwelt. It was at such a time, when the Sabians
had joined themselves to their Jewish neighbours, and
deserted the true religion, that Yahya, whom they
identify with John the Baptist, but who might equally
well have been any other John, was sent to recall
the people to their ancient faith. As there were no
more true believers, it followed that no soul went to
paradise, and the inhabitants of .that blessed region,
tired of their own unvaried company, and desirous of
some fresh additions to their society, made their plaint'